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Small town struggle
By Paula Doran

The future of towns like 
Wilcannia, Menindee and 
Ivanhoe is under the spotlight, 
following a federal investigation 
into the changing landscape of 
country Australia.

A report by the National Institute 
for Rural and Regional Australia 
says the nation’s small towns, par-
ticularly those with a population 
under 15,000, may not be viable 
based on local economic prosperity 
alone.

Institute director, Dr Anthony 
Hogan, said the country’ís policy 

And so while the country is no 
longer riding on the sheep’s back as 
it were, the widening gap between 
city and country is also leaving 
those towns outside the city centres 
at a loss as to where their place on 
a national political agenda is, and 
where their futures lie.

Dr Hogan said the increased effi-
ciency that has arisen in mining and 
agriculture have also had the effect 
of requiring less workers.  

“So suddenly those towns that 
had full-time work that supported 
ten families, now have much less 
need.
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makers, at all levels need to be prag-
matic about the fact that many towns 
are not viable without government 
funding to keep them afloat.

Whilst conceding the sensitiv-
ity in discussing whether one town 
should be maintained versus anoth-
er, he said government funding was 
keeping many towns from total 
decline and questioned whether that 
sort of buffer, in the long-term, was 
worth it.

Dr Hogan said models like the 
Regional Development Australia 
fund would not necessarily stimu-

late long-term economic develop-
ment in many communities, and 
were instead essentially a band-aid 
to ease an immediate burden.

“It is sensitive but it’s people’s 
lives and we need to have an open 
discussion about it,” he told ABC 
Online.

“We don’t think it’s appropriate 
that people, or if you like, com-
munities be left on the vine as it 
were, that they would just naturally 
decline because we didn’t want to 
discuss it.”

Among the findings in the Paper 

were that not since World War Two 
had there been any significant 
regional policy or planning by a 
Federal Government.

Dr Hogan found that through 
drought, mineral booms and eco-
nomic shifts - and more recently on 
the eastern seaboard the Murray-
Darling Basin Plan - rural com-
munities were more insecure than 
ever.

“While agriculture in Australia 
remains an important industry, it 
is no longer central to the nation’s 
economic agenda,” he said. 

Regional centres ‘may not be viable’

Slow internet hurting businesses
By Erica Visser

Local businesses and 
education services have 
been left struggling due 
to poor broadband infra-
structure, acccording to 
artist John Hart who said 
that the Pro Hart Gallery 
had lost business due to 
the service.

Mr Hart said that up until 
switching to Internode two 
months ago he had used the 
Telstra Bigpond service.

According to Mr Hart the 
service was “appalling”.

“The internet had dete-
riorated to such an extent 
that I contacted Telstra and 
in the exchange they said 
they had no real interest in 
any upgrades in the forsee-
able future,” he said.

Mr Hart said that the 
business relied on the inter-
net to make national and 
international sales.

“It’s crucial for us. We 
use it for direct market-
ing, Ebay and uploading 
pictures.

“The connection was so 
bad we couldn’t actually 
upload so we had to send 
cds interstate for someone 
else to do it.

“With Telstra the internet 
slowed right down. It was 
hard to upload and it’s a 
common frustration.

Mr Hart said that these 
everyday “frustrations” 
meant that the business 
could not function online.

“We’ve defintely lost 
business to the point where 
we couldn’t actually keep 
the website running effec-
tively.

“If we can’t upload pic-
tures, we can’t sell prod-
ucts.

“I have an exhibition in 
Spain next year. Now for 
me to send examples of my 
artwork to Spain I’ve got 

to send them to someone 
else first.

“If we weren’t in the 
country we wouldn’t be 
putting up with this. It’s 
insane in this day and age.”

BH University 

Department of Rural Health 
Senior Lecturer Steve 
Flecknoe- Brown said that 
while the service once had 
the best connection in the 
State, they were now lag-
ging behind.

“When I came here 12 
years ago we had the best 
connection of anywhere in 
NSW because they recog-
nised the distance we had 
to deal with,” Dr Flecknoe-
Brown said.

“Unfortunately nothing 
has changed here whilst 
everywhere else has got 
faster.
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FRUSTRATED: Artist John Hart said an inadequate internet service had cost the Pro Hart Gallery business.  PICTURE: Gavin Schmidt
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380 Argent Street Ph 8087 3310

BD135667

Tim mcGraw
and FaiTh hill
at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre

Depart Broken Hill 7am, Friday, March 16, 2012.
Concert 7.30pm, Friday March 16, 2012.

Depart Adelaide 9am, Sunday, March 18, 2012.

Prices start from $425 per person 3 or 4 share.
Includes return coach travel, two nights 

accommodation at BreakFree on Hindley Street and 
Gold ticket to Tim McGraw & Faith Hill concert.

Ask about our lay-by system!
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Merry Christmas to 
all our members!

The dining room will be closed from December 
22nd - reopening January 2rd, 2012.

173 HARRIS STREET PHONE 8088 1322
BD151347

SYMONDS
   STEEL

Lic. No. 93587C

SHADE SAILS 
AVAILABLE 

AT SYMONDS 
STEEL
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New car servicing and general repairs

McClure’s VehiCle
MaintenanCe

423 Blende street   Phone 8088 7666
ServiciNg

rta rego inspections including Gas
QBe Green slips

tow bars and Cruise controls
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Best Indoor Christmas 
Tree Displays are...

Nicole Delbridge, Harvey St

Winners of the

Congratulations!

1st

2nd

3rd

Jade Banning, Duff St

Rod Wilkinson, Pell St

Winners of the...

Jayden Parker 
of Jamieson St

Berryman Family
of William St

LIGHTING UP CHRISTMAS IN BROKEN HILL

Spotlight on small towns
From Front Page

“The decline of the 
rural is not a new phe-
nomenon; in the past 
100 years agriculture 
has declined from gen-
erating 80 per cent of 
the Gross Domestic 
Product to less than 
five per cent.”

Further, he said pre-
vious government sup-
port during drought, 
for example, might not 
always be available.  

“Australian gov-
ernment policy has 
strongly supported 
farmers in times of 
hardship. In 2007-08 
alone the Productivity 
Commission reported 
that the government 
had provided over 
$1 billion in drought 
assistance.

“In reviewing this 
policy initiative how-

ever, the Productivity 
Commission recom-
mended an end to this 
kind of exceptional cir-
cumstance assistance, 

advising the Australian 
Government to recog-
nise that the primary 
responsibility for man-
aging risks, including 

from climate variabil-
ity and change, rests 
with farmers.”
The BDT would 
like to hear what 

you think about 
this report. Send 
your comments to 
pdoran@bdtruth.
com.au

IN FOCUS: A report by the National Institute for Rural and Regional Australia says small regional 
centres such an Ivanhoe may not be viable.

Slow internet a burden
From Front Page

“Now we’re pretty slow by compari-
sion and it just takes that much longer 
to get your video loaded or to just do 
basic comuting.”

Dr Flecknoe-Brown said that he had 
problems the internet “on multiple 
occasions during the day.

“The thing that really, really has 
changed is we used to have the ability 
to have very good video conferencing,” 
he said.

“That saves a lot of time and money, 
enormous amounts in airfares.

“Almost every video conference I’m 
involved with these days has at least 

one freeze lasting 30 seconds to a 
minute and it is not unusual for it to 
completely go down.”

He referred to one particular program 
where it was now impossible to partici-
pate to a full extent.

“We’ve always been one of the most 
vigorous partcipants in the rural areas,” 
he said.

“Again most of the time it’s a stutter-
ing, pixalated, clunky view for at least 
a quarter of the presentation.

“Second, because of the demand on 
networks, we’re no longer able to ask 
our questions in person - we have to 
pick up phone and record them.

“That has two effects; it takes away 
the interchange which is a really impor-

tant  part of adult learning and the pres-
sure’s not on you to ask a question.”

Dr Flecknoe-Brown said that deliver-
ing better broadband to the city was 
important on a large scale.

“We’d do a lot more of education, a 
lot more meeting and it would save a lot 
of workers time.

“The ability to have really high con-
nection with all our facilities is really 
important to me.

“I have dreams of this place becom-
ing a centre of adult learning and excel-
lence and we really need that stuff to 
operate.

“We have trouble recruiting people to 
the bush. If we had a better connection, 
they wouldn’t feel as isolated.”


